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of an old brahmin and was at that very time sleeping in the
house of Pandya Raja Uparisaravasu. He advised Markandeya
rishi to go there and beg of him to bless the rishi. Meantime,
He promised to keep Yama at bay. Accordingly, the rishi went
to the house of Pandya Raja Uparisaravasu. As stated by Lord
Siva, he saw the old brahmin lying on a couch. The old man
ws holding in one hand appa kudam very lovingly. Markandeya
approached Him and as directed by Paramasiva, bowed before
him 100 times. The old brahmin lifted the hand from the
appakudam and blessed Markandeya rishi with longevity. As
Markandeya rishi got his longevity here, the nithya pushkarini
where he used to have his daily bath came to be also known as
Mruthyu vinasinL

Epigraphical Highlights:

The antiquity of the place which figured largely in the
Carnatic wars of the 18th century is evidenced by the number
of inscriptions that have been discovered in this temple.

On the eastern wall of the mandapa in front of the central
shrine in Ranganatha temple, there is a record relating to the
14th year of the Pandyan king Maravarman which records the
gift of money for offerings to the Perumal. l

On the eastern wall of the central shrine in the same
temple, there is a record relating to S.1485 which records gifts
to the temple by a certain Tatachaiya of Srirangam. 3

On the same wall> there is a record relating to the period
oftheV^yanagarakingSadafflvaRayainS,1467. It says that
the king's representative in the South and the leader of the
campaign in the South one Vittaladeva Maharaja gave some
gifts to the temple, 3

On the northern wall of the mandapa in front of the central
shrin* in the Divya Gnaneswarar temple, there is a record of
the Pandya king Jatavarman. This records a sale of land. 4
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